CHAPTER  XV
KING EDWARD THE EIGHTH

ON the night of King George's death a telegram
was sent from Sandringham to the Lord Mayor
of London. It bore the signature "Edward."
That single change of signature, from "Edward P." to
"Edward" was one of the first signs to tell that a new
reign had begun.

From the start the new king carried out his every-
day duties in a business-like way. Every morning at
about ten o'clock he left York House and drove to
Buckingham Palace. He was dressed like a City man,
bowler hat, overcoat, black tie and dark suit. Some-
times he had time to go back to York House for lunch;
more often he had a quick, light lunch, sent up from
the Palace kitchens. For a fortnight he worked in a
writing room near the front door of the Palace. Then,
because there was too much disturbance there, he moved
into rooms at the back. Every day he worked at those
documents which bear the red-lettered words, "Cabinet;
Secret," confidential reports from the embassies, depart-
mental statements and draft Parliamentary Bills. His
signature was required for hundreds of papers a day,
prison sentence remissions, reprieves, Service commis-
sions and documents from the Dominion Governments.

For the week-ends, King Edward went to Fort Belve-
dere, his country home, but even there his duties pursued
him. Dispatch riders on motor-cycles brought him the
more urgent documents and reports.

His first public engagement as King was a visit to
the British Industries Fair at Olympia. His interest in
this organization was keen and alert, being based on